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to wait a generation for the excited revival which set him in
the rank among major writers which, with some dissent, he
still holds* Since 1922 there have been four times as many
editions of Moby Dick in America and Kngland as during all
the years before, and more than ever of all his chief books.
He has been at once a hero to literary rebels and the object
of much academic research. His life has been investigated in
detail, his opinions analyzed, his art minutely studied. His
stories have been traced to other sources besides his own ex-
perience or observation, even his autobiography shown to have
been often invented or taken from his reading* But no dis-
covery of his sources can lessen the wonder of that native
power with which he transmuted them, lifting them from flat
documents to high magic and lively wit. lie remains the best,
as he was the first, story-teller of the Pacific, and Moby Dicfc
is the epic of the ocean.